Miscellaneous Travellers

Captain Alexander Hamilton, who travelled In
the East Indies from 1688 to 1723, and wrote a
long account of his experiences. He combined
&e functions of trader and traveller and, in the
course of his peregrinations, visited "most of
the countries and islands of Commerce and
Navigation between the Cape of Good Hope
and the island of Japon," Hamilton's remarks
on India, of which country he seems to have
been acquainted with all parts which bordered
on the coast, make interesting reading, but are
diffuse and rambling, and, in the main, do
nothing but repeat what former travellers have
told us. His wide experience, however, at times
gives his statements a peculiar value, and saves
him from many of the pitfalls into which less-
travelled writers were led. If Hamilton laughed
at Ovington, it was with right. Though the
intrinsic value of his observations is not such
as to give him rank by the side of men like
Varthema, della Valle, or Bernier, yet the
prolonged nature of his wanderings in the East
gives him a just claim to stand in a category
which is famous in another sense, a category in
which he is surpassed by Manucci alone among
all the numerous names which have been men-
tioned in the preceding pages,

With the name of Hamilton we close our sur-
vey of European travel in India during the
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